Ending Federal Marijuana Prohibition Act of 2011 - HR 2306

President: Barack Obama

Wisconsin
Congressional:  Senator: Herb Kohl, Senator: Ron Johnson Representative:
Wisconsin: Governor: Scott Walker

State Senator: State Assembly:

I’'m writing to urge your support for legislation that seeks to amend the federal government’s classification of marijuana under the United
States Controlled Substances Act.

HR 2306, entitled the ‘Ending Federal Marijuana Prohibition Act of 2011,” prohibits the federal government from prosecuting adults who
use or possess personal use amounts of marijuana by removing the plant and its primary psychoactive constituent, THC, from the five
schedules of the United States Controlled Substances Act of 1970. Under present law, all varieties of the marijuana plant are defined
as illicit Schedule | controlled substances, defined as possessing ‘a high potential for abuse,” and ‘no currently accepted medical use in
treatment.” This classification is not supported by either existing science or public opinion.

HR 2306 mimics changes enacted by Congress to repeal the federal prohibition of alcohol. Passage of this measure would remove

the existing conflict between federal law and the laws of those sixteen states that already allow for the limited use of marijuana under a
physicians’ supervision. It would also permit state governments that wish to fully legalize and regulate the responsible use, possession,
production, and intrastate distribution of marijuana for all adults to be free to do so without federal interference. In recent years, several
states — including California, Massachusetts, and Washington — have considered taking such actions either legislatively or via the ballot
initiative process, and it is likely that several additional states will be considering this option in 2012. The citizens and lawmakers of these
states should be free to explore these alternate policies — including medicalization, decriminalization, and/or legalization — without running
afoul of the federal law.

Over the past 70+ years, the federal criminalization of marijuana has failed to reduce the public’s demand or access to cannabis, and it has
imposed enormous fiscal and human costs upon the American people. Further, this policy promotes disrespect for the law and reinforces
ethnic and generational divides between the public and law enforcement. Since 1970, police have arrested over 20 million American
citizens for marijuana offenses — nearly 90 percent of which were prosecuted for the personal possession of marijuana, not marijuana
trafficking or sale. Yet today federal surveys indicate that the public, including America’s young people, have greater access to marijuana
— including stronger varieties of marijuana — than ever before. It is time to stop ceding control of the marijuana market to unregulated,
criminal entrepreneurs and allow states to enact common sense regulations that seek to govern the adult use of marijuana in a fashion
similar to alcohol.

After 70 years of failure it is time for an alternative approach. That is why I'm urging your support for the HR 2306: ‘Ending Federal
Marijuana Prohibition Act of 2011’
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Please send, fax, email or deliver this form to my elected officials, thank you.



